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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-10, 14, 20, 21, 23-28, 30, 31, 33-37 and 46-57 are pending in 
this application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 36-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

With respect to claims 36 and 37 the "A signal carrying search result", and 
"communicate a signal", may be an electromagnetic signal. This subject matter 
is not limited to that which falls within a statutory category of invention because it 
is not limited to a process, machine, manufacture, or a composition of matter. 
Instead, it includes a form of energy. Energy does not fall within a statutory 
category since it is clearly not a series of steps or acts to constitute a process, 
not a mechanical device or combination of mechanical devices to constitute a 
machine, not a tangible physical article or object which is some form of matter to 
be a product and constitute a manufacture, and not a composition of two or more 
substances to constitute a composition of matter. 



Application/Control Number: 10/573,263 
Art Unit: 2164 



Page 3 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-10,1 4, 20, 21 , 23-28, 30, 31 , 33-37 and 46-57 of the current 
application (effective filing date: Mar. 23, 2006) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Wang et al. (US 20020007379; pub. date: 
Jan. 1 7, 2002), hereinafter "Wang" in view of Olshansky et al. (US 7239629; filing 
date: Dec. 01, 1999), hereinafter "Olshansky". 

5. As for claim 1 , Wang discloses, a method of searching for data to be 
retrieved from a distributed computer system connected over a communications 
network (Wang: [0003]), the method comprising: 

initiating a search communication session at a user end terminal (Wang: 
abstract); the method comprising: 
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generating a search request comprising at least one search criterion and a 
permanent user identifier which can be mapped to an address in the distributed 
computer system at a user end terminal, identifier said search communications 
session (Wang: [0071]); 



modifying the search request at a user end terminal to indicate at least 
one user preference (Wang: [0006]); 

forwarding the search request to a proxy server using automatic speech 
generation means to convert the search request to a suitable spoken version to 
query a data source addressed by a telephone number (Wang: abstract); 

forwarding the spoken version of the search request to said data source 
by phoning said telephone number (Wang: [0010]); 

speaking the search request as a telephone query using automated speech 
technology (Wang: [0010]); 

generating a search result message comprising an audio file recording the 
answer given to the query (Wang: [0002]; [0010]); 
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conveying the search result message to the proxy server, whereby data 
satisfying the search request is retrievable from the distributed computer system 
by the user (Wang: [0046]); 

providing the search result to a user end terminal selected in accordance with 
one or more user preferences after the initial search session has terminated 
(Wang: [0010]); 

wherein additional information is included in the search request which is 
obtained either automatically or on request by the user's terminal or by the proxy 
server administering the search (Wang: [0047]). 

Wang, however, does not explicitly disclose, "a permanent user identifier 
which can be mapped to an address in the distributed computer system"; 

Olshansky, on the other hand, discloses, "a permanent user identifier which 
can be mapped to an address in the distributed computer system" (Olshansky: 
col. 10, lines 30-53). 

Both Wang and Olshansky are of the same field of endeavor, they specifically 
teach multi-service network (Wang: abstract; Olshansky: abstract). 
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It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teachings of Olshansky into Wang of 
system and method for transcoding information for an audio or limited display 
user interface, that would have allowed users of Wang to have a useful method, 
to deliver communication services to customer devices, and more particularly to 
a multiservice network providing communivation services. (Olshansky: col. 1, 
lines 6-9). 

6. As for claim 2, Wang as modified discloses, a method as claimed in claim 
1 , wherein the search results returned by the data source include information 
specific to the entity generating the search request (Wang: [0010]). 

7. As for claim 3 Wang as modified discloses, a method as claimed in claim 

1 , wherein the search results returned by the data source include information 
specific to an entity to whom the at least one search criterion relate (Wang: 
[0010]; [0107]). 

8. As for claim 4, Wang as modified discloses, a method as claimed in claim 

2, wherein one of said user preferences includes a criterion defining the extent to 
which a search result must conform to the search request before a search result 
can be communicated to a user end terminal (Wang: [0090]). 
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9. As for claim 5, Wang as modified discloses, a method as claimed in claim 
4, wherein the search result is forwarded by the data source to the proxy server, 
and the user preference includes a criterion to indicate that if a search result 
conforms sufficiently to the search request, then the search result is to be 
communicated by the proxy server to a predetermined user end terminal (Wang: 
[0047]). 

10. As for claim 6, Wang as modified discloses, a method as claimed in claim 
1, wherein the search request includes a priority indicator, and said user 
preference includes a criterion to indicate that if a search result is received with 
said priority indicator then the search result is to be communicated by the proxy 
server to a predetermined user end terminal (Wang: [0090]). 

11. As for claim 7, Wang as modified discloses, a method as claimed in claim 
1, wherein the search result includes a user-requested search content indicator, 
and said user preference includes a criterion to indicate that if a search result is 
received with said user-requested search content indicator, then the search 
result is to be communicated by the proxy server to a predetermined user end 
terminal (Wang: [0090]-[0091]). 

12. As for claim 8, Wang as modified discloses, a method as claimed in claim 
7, wherein the user-requested search content indicator is assigned by the proxy 
server to indicate a type of file (Wang: [0054]). 
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13. As for claim 9, Wang as modified discloses, a method as claimed in claim 
8, wherein the user-requested search content indicator is assigned by the proxy 
server to indicate a subject content of a file (Wang: abstract). 

14. As for claim 10, Wang as modified discloses, a method as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein the predetermined user end terminal is the user end terminal 
which the user is associated with at the time the proxy server receives the search 
result (Wang: [0010]). 

15. 11-13 Cancelled. 

16. As for claim 14, Wang as modified discloses, a method as claimed in 
claim 1, in which the search result is provided in a medium and format suitable 
for the data terminal to which the search result is to be forwarded (Wang: [0002]; 
[0079]). 

17. 15-19 Cancelled. 

18. As for claim 20, Wang as modified discloses, a method as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein the user end terminal is a mobile device (Wang: [0010], portable 
computer). 
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19. As for claim 21 , Wang as modified discloses, a method as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein at least one user preference comprises a formatting user 
preference which indicates how the search result should be formatted (Wang: 
[0070]). 

20. 22. Cancelled. 

21 . As for claim 23, Wang as modified discloses, a method as claimed in 
claim 1 , wherein the method further comprises the step of the proxy server 
modifying at least one search criterion in accordance to at least one user 
preference (Wang: [0008]). 

22. As for claim 24, Wang as modified discloses, a method as claimed in 
claim 21 , wherein the method further comprises the step of the proxy server 
modifying the search result according to at least one user preference (Wang: 
[0008]). 

23. As for claim 25, Wang as modified discloses, a method as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein the at least one data source to which said search is forwarded 
to by the proxy server is determined by the proxy server in accordance with at 
least one user preference (Wang: [0010]; [0070]). 



24. 



As for claim 26, Wang as modified discloses, a method as claimed in 
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claim 1, wherein the proxy server processes the returned search result to remove 
at least one result which is indicated by at least one user preference as not 
relevant to the user's listed interests (Wang: abstract). 

25. As for claim 27, Wang as modified discloses, a method as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein the proxy server processes the returned search result to modify 
any returned cost value for an item or service indicated by the search result, the 
modification being according to a discount scheme associated with a user 
preference (Wang: [0084]). 

26. As for claim 28, Wang as modified discloses, a method as claimed in 
claim 1 , wherein the proxy server processes the search result to prioritise the 
delivery of at least one item listed by the search result to the user in accordance 
with number of search criteria said at least one item conforms with (Wang: 
[0129]). 

27. Claim 29. Cancelled. 

28. As for claim 30, Wang as modified discloses, a method as claimed in 
claim 1, wherein the search request is generated by the user end terminal 
modifying a previously stored search request in accordance with at least one 
updated search criterion (Wang: [0134]). 
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29. As for claim 31 , Wang as modified discloses, a method as claimed in 
claim 1 , wherein the set of at least one user preferences specifies a maximum 
time limit for the search results to be generated (Wang: [0084]; [0105]). 

30. Claim 32. cancelled. 

31 . As for claim 33, Wang as modified discloses, a user end terminal 
arranged to be operable by a user for use in generating a search request using 
the method of claim 1 (Wang: abstract; [0010]). 

32. As for claim 34, Wang as modified discloses, a proxy server arranged to 
receive a search request message from a user end terminal arranged to be 
operable by a user for use in generating a search request, the proxy server being 
arranged to be used in a method according to claim 1 (Wang: [0010]; [0047]). 

33. As for claim 35, Wang as modified discloses, a tangible medium 
containing a suite of computer programs arranged to implement a method 
according to claim 1 , the suite of computers being provided on the distributed 
computer system (Wang: fig. 1; [0040]). 

34. As for claim 36, Wang as modified discloses, a signal carrying a search 
request generated by a method according to claim 1 over a communications 
network, the communications network comprising the distributed computer 
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35. As for claim 37, Wang as modified discloses, a communication network 
arranged to communicate a signal according to claim 36 (Wang: [0040]). 

36. Claims 38-45 cancelled. 

37. As for claim 46, Wang as modified discloses, a method of searching for 
data as in claim 1 , wherein the telephone number addressed comprises an E 164 
address (Olshansky: col. 18, lines 46-67). 

38. As for claim 47, Wang as modified discloses, a method of searching for 
data as in claim 1 , wherein said proxy server is a SIP proxy server (Olshansky: 
col. 5, lines 36-45) and wherein software of said end terminal and said proxy 
server are arranged to modify a specific search expression so that any results for 
information which are generated by the proxy server automatically have an 
appropriate format for the destination to which the search request message is to 
be forwarded to (Wang: [0010]). 

39. As for claim 48, Wang as modified discloses, a method as claimed in 
claim 1 , further comprising: storing the answer to the search query as an audio 
file (Wang: abstract); and converting the audio file using speech to text 
technology (Wang: [0005]). 
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40. As for claim 49, Wang as modified discloses, a method as in claim 1 , 
wherein said telephone number is addressed via an IP-PSTN gateway, and the 
proxy server forwards the search request by phoning up the telephone number 
and speaking the search request using automated speech technology 
(Olshansky: col. 3, lines 26-32). 

41 . As for claim 50, Wang as modified discloses, a method as in claim 1 , 
wherein in said step of generating the search request at the end user terminal, a 
suitable application is used to generate from a spoken search request the text 
comprising the search request (Wang: abstract). 

42. As for claim 51 , Wang as modified discloses, a method as in claim 1 
wherein the proxy server is a SIP proxy server which modifies at least one 
search result or generates another form of notification to alert the user to the 
search result and to indicate to the user how the user may retrieve the search 
result (Olshansky: col. 5, lines 36-45). 

43. As for claim 52, Wang as modified discloses, a method as in claim 1 
further comprising the data source requesting additional information from the 
proxy server which enables the data source to provide additional information 
specific to an entity to which the search criteria relate (Wang: [0010]). 
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44. As for claim 53, Wang as modified discloses, a method as in claim 52 
wherein the server is a SIP proxy server and in which the addition information is 
provided the SIP proxy server (Olshansky: col. 5, lines 36-45). 

45. As for claim 54, Wang as modified discloses, a method as in claim 53 in 
which the SIP server is authorized to retrieve the additional information from a 
data source by the user (Olshansky: col. 5, lines 36-45). 

46. As for claim 55, Wang as modified discloses, a method as in claim 54 in 
which the additional information is provided to the requesting data source without 
the user being aware of the content of the additional information provided (Wang: 
[0010]). 

47. As for claim 56, Wang as modified discloses, a method as in claim 52 in 
which the additional information is provided only if the data source requesting it 
conforms with predetermined security criteria for receiving the additional 
information requested (Wang: [0084]). 

48. As for claim 57, Wang discloses, a system for searching for data to be 
retrieved from a distributed computer system connected over a communications 
network (Wang: fig. 2), the system comprising: 
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means for initiating a search communications session at a user end 
terminal (Wang: abstract; [0010]); 

means for generating a search request comprising at least one search 
criterion and a permanent user identifier which can be mapped to an address in 
the distributed computer system at said user end terminal in said search 
communications session (Wang: [0010]); 

modifying the search request at a user end terminal to indicate at least 
one user preference (Wang: [0009]); 

means for forwarding the search request to a proxy server (Wang: [0047]); 

means for using automatic speech generation means to convert the 
search request to a suitable spoken version to query a data source addressed by 
a telephone number (Wang: [0005]); 

means for forwarding the spoken version of the search request to said 
data source by phoning said telephone number (Wang: abstract); 

means for speaking the search request as a telephone query using 
automated speech technology (Wang: [0005]); 
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means for generating a search result message comprising an audio file 
recording the answer given to the query (Wang: abstract); 

means for conveying the search result message to the proxy server, 
whereby data satisfying the search request is retrievable from the distributed 
computer system by the user (Wang: [0047]); 

providing the search result to a user end terminal selected in accordance 
with one or more user preferences after the initial search session has terminated 
(Wang: [0010]-[001 1]), wherein additional information is included in the search 
request which is obtained either automatically or on request by the user's 
terminal or by the proxy server administering the search (Wang: [0010]). 

Wang, however, does not explicitly disclose, "a permanent user identifier 
which can be mapped to an address in the distributed computer system"; 

Olshansky, on the other hand, discloses, "a permanent user identifier which 
can be mapped to an address in the distributed computer system" (Olshansky: 
col. 10, lines 30-53). 

Both Wang and Olshansky are of the same field of endeavor, they specifically 
teach multi-service network (Wang: abstract; Olshansky: abstract). 
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It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to incorporate the teachings of Olshansky into Wang of 
system and method for transcoding information for an audio or limited display 
user interface, that would have allowed users of Wang to have a useful method, 
to deliver communication services to customer devices, and more particularly to 
a multiservice network providing communivation services. (Olshansky: col. 1, 
lines 6-9). 

Conclusion 

49. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Feinberg et al. (US 20040001579) teach systems and methods for voice 
and data communications including hybrid key system/pbx functionality. 

Charlesworthy et al. (US 6873993) teach indexing method and apparatus. 

Contact Information 

50. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to FAZLUL QUADER whose telephone number 
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is (571)270-1905. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5 Alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on 571-272-4085. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

FAZLUL QUADER 

Examiner 

Art Unit 2164 

FQ 

04/11/2008 
/Charles Rones/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2164 



